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Meeting between

Arab Environmental Initiatives working with youth

NGOs from Egypt, Jordan, Palestine and Lebanon
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Heinrich Boll Foundation

The Heinrich Boll Foundation, affiliated with the Green Party and head-
quartered in the Hackesche Hofe in the heart of Berlin, is a legally indepen-
dent political foundation working in the spirit of intellectual openness. It
was founded in 1997 by uniting the three foundations Buntstift (Gottingen),

Frauen-Anstiftung (Hamburg), and Heinrich-Boll-Stiftung (Cologne).

The Foundation‘s primary objective is to support political education both
within Germany and abroad, thus promoting democratic involvement, socio-
political activism, and cross-cultural understanding. The Foundation also
provides support for art and culture, science and research, and developmen-
tal co-operation. Its activities are guided by the fundamental political values

of ecology, democracy, solidarity, and non-violence.
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The GLOBE Team at the Amman Baccalaureate School has been cooperating with friends of environment society,
Amman, Jordan for the past five years. This cooperation has resulted in many students learning much about the use of
remotely sensed data for land cover mapping as well as the required protocols for collecting ground sample site informa-
tion. Our team has used advanced image classification techniques to produce a land cover map of North West Amman
region, from Landsat Thematic Mapper imagery. The classification scheme used to make this map was the Modified
UNESCO Classification (MUC) scheme. Amman baccalaureate school has conducted numerous daylong ground data
collection campaigns, called MUC-A-THONS. These ground-collected land cover sample sites provide an excellent

source of data for us.

In our land cover mapping project the student-collected MUC-A-THON data were used in conjunction with additional

ground data collected by our team to create the map.

We are now making further studies comparing the image of 1997 and that of 2002 as a proceeding step to this project

to monitor the environmental changes.

Globally, there is a lack of accurate land cover maps available for use in environmental management that includes
monitoring deforestation, biodiversity, water quality, ecosystem health, and urban sprawl. Important decisions are based

on these maps.

Students participating in the Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) Program have
the opportunity to provide large quantities of accurate reference data necessary to validate and assess the accuracy of land

cover maps representing many areas of the world. (1)

An important question that arose early in the development of the program was: if students from countries around the
world could collect environmental data, would that data be useful to scientists? In order to provide reliable data that
would be trusted by the scientific community, GLOBE incorporated measurements and protocols developed by scientist/
educator teams led by a Scientist Principal Investigator and Educator Co-Principal Investigator (Finarelli, 1998). These
protocols offer a consistent method of data collection, and if properly followed, will produce accurate data which can be

entered into the GLOBE database and used by the scientific community worldwide (Rock and Lawless, 1997).

Hence, the objective of this study was to generate a land cover map from remotely sensed data. The objective of our next
studies is to test the overall accuracy of student-collected data and use the student-collected reference data to validate the

land cover map.

In this project, the land cover is classified using The Modified UNESCO Classification (MUC) system (UNESCO,
1973). The new system incorporated new land cover types absent from many other classification systems. MUC con-
tains all the characteristics of a good classification system, and allows for every possible land cover type on Earth to be
put into a unique land cover class. Each MUC class is a distinct type of land cover, with a name and identification
number, or MUC class “code”. By using MUC, all the GLOBE data may be compiled into a single regional or global
land cover data set. Therefore, ground collected data may be gathered and used to validate remotely sensed data follow-
ing the same scientific protocols worldwide. There are ten Level 1 classes (Table 1). Classes 0-7 are natural land cover
and classes 8-9 are developed. These ten classes can be further broken down into four levels of classification with each

level increasing in detail (GLOBE, 1997).

Level 1 Category:

0. Closed Forest 1. Woodland 2. Shrub land 3. Dwarf-shrub land
4. Herbaceous Vegetation 5. Barren Land 6. Wetland 7. Open Water

8. Cultivated Land 9. Urban
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Isn’t that hilarious, they call us the future yet they don’t support us to build this future!!

As one of the Youth in Egypt, I think this is a major problem, youth need a lot to succeed, they need care,
education, raising awareness and skills, capacity building, and much more. We have to confess that lately the
government started to reconsider this issue and actually the decision makers took some actions to empower the
role of youth and strengthen the youth initiatives. Giving an example and not listing, Egypt hosted the Youth
Employment Summit held in Bibliotheca Alexandrina September 2002. This summit did not only discuss youth
employment, but also it reached ways to magnify the effect of youth on their society and empower their role.
Anyway this might be a start, but still a lot of efforts should be done in this field, and let us recall a word of a wise
Chinese man: “If you are planning 2 years, plant rice.. If you are planning 10 years, plant a tree... If you are

planning 100 years, educate the youth®

This might show us that the most successful investment is investing in Youth!
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About the Workshop

Asem Faqir
President
Friends of Environment Society

Jordan

The workshop had a noble cause as it is the case with
the Arab Education Forum in connecting and unit-
ing Arabs in their different countries by getting them
together and trying to extract from them their educa-

tional and awareness experiences in the various fields

of work they do different whether it is education, art,
culture or care for the environment and youth as it
was the case of our workshop. For me it was an enlightening couple of days to meet people from many NGO's
who work in the environment from three neighboring countries to us in Jordan and to get this warm feeling of
togetherness which is reassuring to me and this reassurance is necessary when you think you are carrying an

almost impossible task alone in the field and suddenly you find out you are not alone.

I really liked what the Garbage collectors in Egypt are doing in the field of recycling specially when you see that
these recycling skills came out of the need to survive and make a living which makes it a sustainable task while
our experience in recycling in Friends of Environment Society - Jordan has just started and it is purely for
environmental concern and limited to recycling paper and not yet sustainable but we hope it will be, and here
again it is the problem of garbage separation at the source (homes and businesses) that we seek to establish here
but it will take some time and effort. Other NGO's in Egypt, Lebanon and Palestine are working hard like us to
educate the public and youth in their societies on sound environmental practices through various programs they
have, of course the Palestinians god help them have an extra job of trying to survive occupation and war condi-

tions and deal with impossible environmental issues also...

Another idea I think we need to stop at and consider that is what Serene talked about combining education and
awareness with artistic and cultural events and I think this is very important aspect for two reasons one of them
is leaving a lasting experience in our memory form both the learning materials and the artistic and cultural events
we experienced while learning and the second reason I think we here in the Middle East are starving for art and
culture and we don‘t know how enriched and satisfied these activities can make us feel, so we always need to have

these activities included in our agendas.

Finally I would like to ask every body not to hesitate to contact us regarding any input you think we can be of

assistance.
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